Doing business
in Poland

Why is it worth investing in Poland?
Poland comes 13th in the World and 5th in Europe in
terms of the countries that are most attractive for foreign
investors.
- result of the published UN report on economic development UNCTAD*

In the third quarter, Poland recorded the fastest growth
rate (3.4% YoY) of all the EU countries. Romania came
second with 3.3%, and the third fastest growing European
economy was Hungary with 3.1%. Right behind them was
Great Britain with 3.0% YoY growth. The two largest
economies of the Euroland – Germany and France –
remained in stagnation, with the economic growth of 1.2%
and 0.4%, respectively.

* United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

System of investment incentives
The investors who consider executing business projects in Poland may
apply for a state aid. The most significant investment incentives in a form
of a state aid in Poland are as follows:
Exemption from income tax in Special Economic
Zones

Government subsidies for the investments of high
significance for the economy

Exemption from real property tax granted based on
the resolutions of the respective commune councils

Subsidies from the structural funds of the European
Union

Other incentives

System of investment incentives
Special Economic Zones were established in order to
encourage foreign and domestic investors to establish and
develop business on their areas.

Exemption from
income tax in Special
Economic Zones

In terms of administration, they are separate areas in the
territory of Poland, offering the opportunities to open new
businesses and execute new investment projects on
preferential conditions.
Currently, there are 14 Special Economic Zones functioning in
Poland and each of them is operated by a separate managing
entity.
Special Economic Zones offer the following scope of support:
 Exemption of the income on business operations run
in the Zones from income tax (CIT or PIT)
 Investment real properties with utilities for attractive
prices
 Gratuitous support for formal investment-related
processes

System of investment incentives
The program of supporting the investments of high
significance for the Polish economy for 2011-2020
is a system within which the investors executing
new investments may receive financial support for
completion of the planned projects.

Government subsidies
for the investments of
high significance for
the economy

The program is dedicated mainly to the
investments in the sectors of high significance for
the Polish economy (priority sectors), such as:

 Automotive – particularly production of car
bodies, semi-trailers, car parts and
accessories as well as engines)
 Electronic – computers, radios, TV sets and
telecommunication technologies, chips and
subassemblies (particularly for the
automotive, power and military industries as
well as for household appliances)
 Aviation – production of fuselages, airplane
parts, accessories and engines, repairing
airplanes and maintenance services
 Biotechnology – particularly for industrial and
medical purposes
 Modern services – IT, Outsourcing of Business
Processes and telecommunication
 Research and development

System of investment incentives
The tax on real property in Poland covers the following assets:
lands, buildings and their parts, structures and their parts,
which are connected with running business operations.

Exemption from real
property tax granted
based on the
resolutions of the
respective commune
councils

The communes may adopt resolutions allowing real property
exemptions for new investments.
 For newly constructed buildings and structures for
business operations – on condition they are used for
business purposes
 For newly purchased buildings and structures for
business operations – on condition they are used for
business purposes

 For lands, buildings and structures if they remain the
taxpayer’s property the and if they start using them
for business purposes; also if formerly, the property
was not used for business purposes or if such
operations were ceased – on condition that capital
expenditure associated with starting or expanding the
business were incurred

System of investment incentives
Poland is currently the biggest beneficiary of the EU
Funds, and the domestic and foreign investors who
plan to start or expand their businesses may
receive many kinds of support from the EU
resources in the form of subsidies or other forms of
support, such as subsidised loans.

Subsidies from the
structural funds of
the European Union

The subsidies are granted to specific investment
projects based on competitions or other
qualification procedures.

In the 2014-2020 EU financial perspective, Poland
was granted the amount of EUR 82.5 billion from
the cohesion policy budget and it will be allocated,
among others, for scientific research, development
of infrastructure and entrepreneurship,
digitalisation and occupational development.

In 2014 – 2020, Poland is the biggest
beneficiary of the EU Funds
EUR 105.8 billion = PLN 441.0 billion

System of investment incentives
Apart from the general programs of incentives described
above, the following forms of aid may also be obtained for
investment projects:

Other forms of support






Subsidies for research and development
Subsidies for trainings
Grants and subsidies for newly established jobs
Grants and subsidies from the European Regional
Development Fund and the Swiss and Norwegian
Fund
 Subsidies for environment protection and subsidised
loans from domestic sources (waste management,
energy efficiency)
 Tax incentives for research and development activities
 Subsidised loans for purchase or implementation of
innovative technologies, known as technological loans

Companies that invested in Poland
Currently, there are 59,984 companies with foreign capital registered in Poland . After three quarters of
2014, out of all new companies registered in the National Court Register, there were 2,821 companies
with foreign capital. This means an increase in the number of companies with foreign capital as
compared with the same period of 2013 (2,718 registered companies) and of 2012 (2,577 registered
companies).

PLN 12,900,000
State budget subsidy

PLN 15,000,000
State budget subsidy

PLN 7,860,000
State budget subsidy

PLN 2,200,000
PLN 14,179,455

State budget subsidy

State budget subsidy

PLN 14,227,675
State budget subsidy

PLN 11,700,000
State budget subsidy

Why is it worth coming to Poland?

