
 

 

Good morning honorable guests. Djien Dobre droz'e goustche'. 

I would like to thank Mr. Chroscik, Chairman of the Warsaw Bar Association; Mr. Plachta 

Chairman of the external relation of the Warsaw Bar Association and the Chairman of the Tel-

Aviv Bar Association, Mr. Efi Naveh for honoring us in this special event. 

Intro & History 

• As we all know, the relationship between the Jewish people and Poland dates back over 

a millennium.  

• For centuries, Poland was home to the largest and most significant Jewish community in 

the world and was the center of Jewish culture. 

• In the early 12th century, the Jews, encouraged by the tolerant regime, settled 

throughout Poland, including over the border in Lithuanian territory as far as Kiev. The utility of 

the Jews in the development of the commercial interests of the country was recognized and 

appreciated. The Jews came to form the backbone of the Polish economy and the coins minted 

by Mieszko III even bear Hebrew markings. According to some sources, about three-quarters of 

all Jews lived in Poland by the middle of the 16th century.  

• Jews enjoyed undisturbed peace and prosperity. They formed the middle class and were 

instrumental in promoting the commercial interests of the land. Hopefully, we can carry on this 

tradition today and you will see throughout the morning that there are a number of areas of 

cooperation between the two countries. 

• Skipping forward a few hundred years, since the fall of Communism there has been a 

Jewish revival in Poland, characterized by the annual Jewish Culture Festival, new study 

programmers at Polish high schools and universities, the work of synagogues such as the 

Nozyk, and the Museum of the History of Polish Jews. 

• Poland was the first Eastern bloc country to recognize Israel again in 1986. The Israel-

Poland Chamber of Commerce was established in 1988. In 2010, the Israel Council on Foreign 

Relations and the Polish Institute of International Affairs marked 20 years of bilateral relations 

between the countries with a Foreign Policy Conference held in Jerusalem. 

 

Commercial Links 

• President Komorowski said that he saw Israel as an engine which could help kick start 

Polish entrepreneurship, turning the country into a center of innovation.  

Tekst przemówienia Mecenasa Menahema Gurmana, Przewodniczącego Komisji 
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• Poland is a member of the European Union, and has the sixth-largest economy in 

Europe and I understand that in 2013, trade between our two countries was approximately 

US$800 million.  

• Poland was not affected too badly by the global financial crisis. The continued positive 

growth of its economy, contribute to an increased cooperation between our 2 countries with 

mutual benefits. Naturally, this provides a source of cooperation and collaboration between 

lawyers from both countries.  

• Poland has a number of advantages due to the fact that it does not use the Euro (which 

means that prices are much lower than in the rest of Europe) and there are numerous 

partnership and funding opportunities for start-ups, via the EU funds.  

• We don’t have the time to talk through all of the areas of this list however, I think that, the 

main areas of interest are security, IT and Hi-Tech, Alternative Energy, (especially wind energy) 

and, of course, real estate. There is an ever-growing Israeli presence in these areas.   

• From the other side, Israel generally imports from Poland food products, machinery, 

vehicles, parts, mechanical and electrical devices. 

• Most of the Israeli companies with a major presence in Poland are in the industrial and 

retail space. Among them are household names (in Israel) including Elite, Eden, Multilock, Teva, 

Egged, Cinema City and Super-Pharm.  

 

Trade Examples 

• A good example of a success story is the Israeli security firm Risco which has been 

active in Poland since the mid ‘90’s and is Poland’s largest provider of security solutions for 

alarms, perimeter control systems and intrusion detection.  

 

Real Estate 

• As mentioned above, Israeli real estate developers are investing in residential and office 

buildings, shopping malls, medical centers, hospitals and cinemas.  

• I have been involved in a number of Polish real estate transactions on behalf of Israeli or 

Israeli owned companies. These transactions have been centered on residential real estate, 

both in Warsaw and in orther areas, through Dutch or Cypriot holding structures. For these 

transactions, I had the pleasure of working with top level international firms (such as White and 

Case and Salans) as well as excellent local Polish firms. 



 

• Just to give you an idea about the growth of the polish real estate market in general. 

Until 1996 the annual supply remained below 50,000 m2, which was substantially less than the 

rapidly increasing demand. Because of the difficult local development and financing conditions, 

supply was initially slow to respond. 

• The second half of the decade showed a rapid increase in supply, as Poland 

demonstrated its political stability and sound economic fundamentals. 

• Although the financial crisis temporarily affected the situation, Warsaw remains by far the 

largest office market in Poland and still attracts major development activity. On the other hand, 

other regional business centers have entered the path of strong economic growth, increasing 

interest in modern office accommodation even in smaller cities and towns. 

• As far as new projects, in 2013 the biggest construction activity was observed in Krakow, 

Wroclaw and Tri-City. 

 

Food Beverage and Hi Tech 

• Israelis are also part of Poland's food and beverage business. For example, the Strauss 

Group has been operating in Poland since 1995 and has established a substantial position in 

Poland's coffee industry.  

• In relation to hi-tech and IT, as of the beginning of 2014, the memorandum of 

understanding signed between Israel and Poland, through the Israeli Science, Technology and 

Space Ministry, took effect being the first-ever scientific cooperation effort between the two 

countries. The government in Warsaw has overseen 60 percent of the country’s national 

allocations for research and development – one of the highest rates in the world. 

• However, it is not just Israeli companies looking for opportunities in Poland. Polish 

companies are also active in Israeli acquisitions. There are also examples of Polish company’s 

acquiring Israeli owned targets. For example, Formula Systems, an Israeli group which owns 

Magic and Sapiens, was purchased by the Polish Asseco group and is run by an Israeli CEO. 

• Polish companies have been gaining strength over the past few years and are getting 

hungry for acquisitions all over the world.  

Closing 

• As you will no doubt understand, all of this leads to a tremendous amount of 

opportunities for business between Israeli and Polish companies and individuals.  



 

• Due to the nature of the specific areas of interest, there is also room for significant 

collaboration between lawyers from both Israel and Poland in order to navigate the various tax, 

regulatory, bureaucratic and cultural issues. 

• We as lawyers are the facilitators of trade between our two companies. Together we all 

work on the legal detail but the bigger picture of helping to bridge the cultural gaps between our 

two companies for the benefit of both.  

 

 


